INFO Everyone Needs . . .  

 One Service at 11 am on Labor Day Weekend, September 6th
 Worship Fair on Sunday September 13th immediately following 11am celebration – Stay after Celebration and find out more how you can be involved in Praise Team, Sound, Multimedia, Drama, etc, etc!
 Stay Up To Date on Creek Stuff:  www.johnbradshaw.blogspot.com

Icebreaker: When told by mom or dad, “Pick up your room, or else…” – What did the “or else” imply?  Did your parents ever follow through on their implied threat?
OR What makes ‘Sunday’ different than other days of the week for you?
Worship:  Psalms 103: 19-22
Read: 
Nehemiah 13:1-3
Question:  What happened soon after Nehemiah was no longer governing Jerusalem?  
Question:  Why were the foreigners excluded?

Read:  Nehemiah 13:4-9
Question:   Who was Tobiah?  (look back at 4:3 or 6:1 if you can’t remember)

Question:   How would you describe Nehemiah’s action towards Tobiah?  Why do you think it was so quick and decisive? 

Read:   Nehemiah 13:10-14

Question: What happened in vv. 10-14? 

Question: What’s going on here, why were the people so out of whack with God?

Question:  Do you think that Nehemiah was getting any pushback at this point?  Why or why not?

Read:   Nehemiah 13:15-22

Question:  What was the big deal about what was going on during the Sabbath?

Question:  What’s the principle at work here about resting?

Question:  How do you keep a Sabbath?  Is that a big deal?

Read:   Nehemiah 13:23-29  (may want to refer back to Ezra 9 and compare)

Question:  What made marrying foreign women so wicked?

Question:  What example of this does Nehemiah make of Solomon and Joiada’s son?

Read:   Nehemiah 13:30-31

Question:  Was his final act for himself, the people or God?

Question:  Was Nehemiah obedient?  Do you think he helped stop the drift away from God? Why?

Question:  What does God say elsewhere in Scripture about the end results of obedience and disobedience?

Question:  What contributes most to you drifting away from God?

Question:  How will you move back into a place of obedience?

Reflect:  What is the most important thing you learned from Nehemiah?  What life-changing application are you making?

Reflect:  Nehemiah said “Remember me with favor, O my God”.  What life application would you like God to favorably “remember”?  How can the life group help you remember to follow through?

Pray . . . 
Help to Leaders….

One of the objectives of obedience…..”As a leader, man your post – do not leave or chaos will occur and unity lost.”

The five reforms of Chapter 13:

1) vv. 1-3: Foreigners excluded

2) vv. 4-9: Tobiah expelled and the Temple cleansed

3) vv. 10-14 Tithes restored

4) vv. 15-22 Sabbath restored

5) vv. 23-29 Mixed marriages forbidden

Tobiah – was an Ammonite who opposed the efforts of the Jews to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem (Neh.2:10; 4:3,7)

In reference to vv. 10-14:  Levites – were priests and came of certain families of the tribe of Levi, and the remaining families of the tribe did the service of the tabernacle and of the temple.  They were to be supported by portions of the tithe and were not to ‘work in the fields’ for income.

Intermarriage – Some 25 years before, Ezra dealt with the same problem of intermarriage with foreigners, but quite differently than Nehemiah .  (see Ezra 9)
Objective: That Creekers would seek favor with God before self or the world  








